The 8th beatitude! 
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. “Blessed are you when people insult you, 
persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 
Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way 
they persecuted the prophets who were before you. Matthew 5:10- (NIV)
Kingdom people are also “trouble makers” in the eyes of the world!




· Persecutions? What persecutions? Examples of persecution, then and now
If we are not facing opposition and persecution, it is because we are no longer authentic representation of Christ and His Standards. Knowingly or unknowingly, we have lowered the standard of righteousness.   




· Why should kingdom people inevitably be persecuted?
John 15:20, Jesus said to His disciples, 
“No servant is greater than his master. If they persecuted Me, they will persecute you also..”





· How to escape persecution (How could anyone opt out?)


· What is the biblical response for kingdom people under persecution?


There is perhaps no greater power on earth than a Christian in the midst of a crisis. 
The enemies of the cross could end up giving praise to God when Christians genuinely suffer for our Lord! 
The key is your reaction to situations where it is tough to be a Christian! 





· “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 
that you may be sons of your Father in Heaven ..”  Matthew 5:44, 45






· The apostle, writing to Timothy, ”So never be ashamed to tell others about our Lord. 
And don’t be ashamed of me, either, even though I’m in prison for him. With the strength God gives you, be ready to suffer with me for the sake of the Good News .. That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet I am not ashamed, because I know I know whom I have believed, and convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him for that day.. ”
 2 Timothy 2:8-12
所以，你不要羞于为我们的主做见证，也不要以我这为主被囚的人为耻，
[bookmark: _GoBack]要靠着上帝的能力和我一同为福音受苦.. 12 我因此而遭受这些苦难，但我不以为耻，因为我知道我所信的是谁，也深信祂能保守祂所托付我的
It is a “shameless thing” to suffer for the sake of the gospel! 
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