Harmony in God's Guidance: both His demands and provisions

?gld 4g)ave work instructions to the priest for the setup and lighting up of the holy place
v -

Knowing that the work of setting up and manning the holy place can be demanding, God
then designate the Tribe of Levi to assist the priest (v19)

However before the Levite could even put their hand into performing religious work, God
gave instructions how they are to be made holy & clean (v5-15, 20-22)

He also explained why the Levites are chosen for the work (v16-18)

And how there will be continuity in sacred work (v23-26)



Israel left Egypt as freed slaves (Ex. 12:37). At Mount Sinai, the Lord gave them His law, formed them
into a new nation (Ex. 19:6; Deut. 33:4-5) and specified His heavenly designs for temple worship.

Now the time has come to organize them (Num. 1:3, 45) for their march to the Promised Land. In
this journey, the setup and transportation of the tent of meeting is important as this portable holy
place is where God's presence dwelled among His people and served as a place for sacrifices,
worship, and communication with God throughout their journey. And for that to happen, the Lord
provided the manpower, logistics and sacred rituals

Numbers 8:1-23
1. Provision for services 2. Condition before services 3. Continuation of services
° God provided the Ilght in the () God gave conditions how Levites PY God ensuring the manpower for
darkness of tabernacleand - FEe 8 B8 AL CO8n Be Y s, [cligious duties continues even
- : - , ] . though tabernacle operations
° de3|gr1ate the Levites to assist Israel symbolically dedicate the can be physically & spiritually
the priest Levites to God demanding

In the past, Levites had to maintain ceremonial cleanliness to serve a holy God. Christ's sacrifice
now grants us the cleanliness needed to serve as priests of God today.


https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2012%3A37/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ex.%2019%3A6/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Deut.%2033%3A4%E2%80%935/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Num.%201%3A3%2C%2045/

Reflections

1. In the past, Levites had to maintain ceremonial cleanliness to serve a
holy God. We are thankful Christ's sacrifice now grants us the
cleanliness needed to serve Him today. In our thankfulness, let our life
& services continue to be characterized by a conscious effort to remain
pure and mindful of sin

2. Have we ever approach God with doubts and uncertainty?

Just as God is serious about keeping the tabernacle holy and Israel
approaching Him clean; He also meant it when Hebrew 4 says we can
approach Him with confidence to receive His mercy and grace because of
Jesus Christ
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