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Paul’s First Missionary Journey Paul’s 1st Missionary Journey (AD 46–48) 

took the apostle Paul and Barnabas from 

Syrian Antioch across the Mediterranean 

to Cyprus and southern Asia Minor. 

The journey detailed in  Acts 13-14, 

involved preaching, facing persecution, 

and retracing their steps to strengthen 

local churches before returning home.

Antioch (Syria)

 

Seleucia: Salamis (Cyprus)

Paphos (Cyprus)

 

Perga (Pamphylia)

 

Pisidian Antioch (Galatia)

Iconium (Galatia)

Lystra (Galatia)

Derbe (Galatia)

Churches 

of Galatia



https://bibleproject.com/guides/book-of-galatians/

Jews
Devoted Followers of Laws of Torah

Gentiles Ct
Did not follow tightly Laws of Torah

Paul
Paul taught Gentiles Christians 

Salvation by Christ not by Works

God’s People

Undermined 

Paul’s Teaching

Pressured Gentile Ct 

for Dereliction  

Letter to Galatians

Tension identified in theBIG IDEA Book of Galatians

Dereliction is a noun that refers to the willful neglect of one's obligations
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Tension identified in theBIG IDEA Book of Galatians



Tension identified
Summary (1:1-10) 

Paul challenged the “different” gospel 

that is affecting the readers 

by re-establishing 

his God-authenticated apostleship 

and God-pleasing service 

to preach that Jesus-glorified gospel
Summary (1:11-24)

Jesus-originated gospel

that led to his changed life direction
which he did not rush into it

which was acknowledged by the influential ldrs 

=

Divine Gospel

Directly from Christ; 

no human agency

(Gal 1:11-14)

Divine Gospel

Upon God’s commission; 

no other inputs

(Gal 1:15-17)

Divine Gospel

Though preached by Peter;

no revision needed

(Gal 1:18-24)
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Gal 2:1-10 (ESV)
2:01-03 Paul presented the gospel (preached to Gentiles) to the Jewish Council

2:04-05 Paul defended the gospel even though being challenged

2:06-10 Paul received acknowledgement, affirmation & amplification on the gospel presented



1 Then after 14 years 

  I went up again to Jerusalem 

                            with Barnabas, 

  taking Titus along with me.

2 I went up because 

                of a revelation 

                and set before them (though privately before those who seemed influential) the gospel 

                                                                                             that I proclaim among the Gentiles, 

  in order to make sure I was not running or had not run in vain.

3 But even Titus, who was with me, 

  was not forced to be circumcised, 

  though he was a Greek.

Gal 2:1-3 (ESV)

2:01-03 Paul presented the gospel (preached to Gentiles) to the Jewish Council

2:04-05 Paul defended the gospel even though being challenged

2:06-10 Paul received acknowledgement, affirmation & amplification on the gospel presented

I READ



1 Then after 14 years 

 I went up again to Jerusalem 

                            with Barnabas, 

  taking Titus along with me.

2 I went up because 

                of a revelation 

                and set before them (though privately before those who seemed influential) the gospel 

                                                                                             that I proclaim among the Gentiles, 

  in order to make sure I was not running or had not run in vain.

3 But even Titus, who was with me, 

  was not forced to be circumcised, 

  though he was a Greek.

Gal 2:1-3 (ESV)

2:01-03 Paul presented the gospel (preached to Gentiles) to the Jewish Council

2:04-05 Paul defended the gospel even though being challenged

2:06-10 Paul received acknowledgement, affirmation & amplification on the gospel presented

Observation 1A



1 Then after 14 years 

  I went up again to Jerusalem 

                            with Barnabas, 

  taking Titus along with me.

2 I went up because 

                of a revelation 

                and set before them (though privately before those who seemed influential) the gospel 

                                                                                             that I proclaim among the Gentiles, 

  in order to make sure I was not running or had not run in vain.

3 But even Titus, who was with me, 

  was not forced to be circumcised, 

  though he was a Greek.

Gal 2:1-3 (ESV)

2:01-03 Paul presented the gospel (preached to Gentiles) to the Jewish Council

2:04-05 Paul defended the gospel even though being challenged

2:06-10 Paul received acknowledgement, affirmation & amplification on the gospel presented

Observation 1B



1 Then after 14 years 

  I went up again to Jerusalem 

                            with Barnabas, 

  taking Titus along with me.

2 I went up because 

                of a revelation 

                and set before them (though privately before those who seemed influential) the gospel 

                                                                                             that I proclaim among the Gentiles, 

  in order to make sure I was not running or had not run in vain.

3 But even Titus, who was with me, 

  was not forced to be circumcised, 

  though he was a Greek.

Gal 2:1-3 (ESV)

Acts 11:28-30 Relief work in view of a prophesy made by Abagus 

Acts 15:01-35 Making a stand about circumcision 

Acts 11:28-30

28 And one of them named Agabus stood up and foretold by the Spirit 

    that there would be a great famine over all the world (this took place in the days of Claudius).
29 So the disciples determined, everyone according to his ability, to send relief to the brothers living in Judea.
30 And they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.

Observation 1C



At Antioch / Syria/ Cilicia

Certain men (from Judea)

challenged B&P

"Unless you are circumcised 

  according to the custom of Moses,

  you cannot be saved." 

B&P agreed

At Jerusalem

Seek clarity

with the apostles & elders 

At Phoenicia & Samaria 

 described G’s conversion 

 great joy among brethren

Some sect of the Pharisees

"It is necessary 

to circumcise them, 

and to command them 

to keep the law of Moses." 

Peter’s Speech

 God is impartial to all

 Not to go against B&P

B&P’s Speech

 Declaring miracles & wonders 

 God worked thru Gentiles

Response of Multitude 

(in Jerusalem)

Silenced & Listened

James’ Speech

 Cross reference to OT

   that G will also be God’s pp

 Not trouble B&P any further

 Focus on changing fr old ways

Response of J leaders 

(in Jerusalem)

Agreed & Sent two men

Judas & Silas

(thru a letter)

 No such directive

 J&S will explain in person

 Not be troubled over it

 Focus on changing fr old ways (idolatry, immorality, uncleanliness)

J&S + B&P

(in person at Antioch)
 No such directive

 J&S will explain in person

 Not be troubled over it

 Focus on changing fr old ways

 Continue to extort & strengthen

 Continue to teach & preach

Response of Multitude 

(in Antioch)

Rejoiced & Strengthened

B&P disagreed

Acts 15:1-35
(in summary)



1 Then after 14 years 

  I went up again to Jerusalem 

                            with Barnabas, 

  taking Titus along with me.

2 I went up because 

                of a revelation 

                and set before them (though privately before those who seemed influential) the gospel 

                                                                                             that I proclaim among the Gentiles, 

  in order to make sure I was not running or had not run in vain.

3 But even Titus, who was with me, 

  was not forced to be circumcised, 

  though he was a Greek.

Gal 2:1-3 (ESV)

Acts 11:28-30 Relief work in view of a prophesy made by Abagus 

Acts 15:01-35 Making a stand about circumcision 

Acts 11:28-30

28 And one of them named Agabus stood up and foretold by the Spirit 

    that there would be a great famine over all the world (this took place in the days of Claudius).
29 So the disciples determined, everyone according to his ability, to send relief to the brothers living in Judea.
30 And they did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.

Observation 1C



Gal 2:4-5 (ESV)4 Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in---who slipped in 

  to spy out our freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, 

  so that they might bring us into slavery---

5 to them 

  we did not yield in submission even for a moment, 

  so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you.

MEN READ

2:01-03 Paul presented the gospel (preached to Gentiles) to the Jewish Council

2:04-05 Paul defended the gospel even though being challenged

2:06-10 Paul received acknowledgement, affirmation & advancement on the gospel presented



Gal 2:4-5 (ESV)4 Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in---who slipped in 

  to spy out our freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, 

  so that they might bring us into slavery---

5 to them 

  we did not yield in submission even for a moment, 

  so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you.

2:01-03 Paul presented the gospel (preached to Gentiles) to the Jewish Council

2:04-05 Paul defended the gospel even though being challenged

2:06-10 Paul received acknowledgement, affirmation & advancement on the gospel presented

Observation 2A

Gal 5:1-15 Freedom in Christ



Gal 2:4-5 (ESV)4 Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in---who slipped in 

  to spy out our freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, 

  so that they might bring us into slavery---

5 to them 

  we did not yield in submission even for a moment, 

  so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you.

2:01-03 Paul presented the gospel (preached to Gentiles) to the Jewish Council

2:04-05 Paul defended the gospel even though being challenged

2:06-10 Paul received acknowledgement, affirmation & amplification on the gospel presented

Observation 2B



Gal 2:6-10 (ESV)
6 And from those who seemed to be influential 

 (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)

  ---those, I say, who seemed influential added nothing to me.

7 On the contrary, when they saw that 

                   I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, 

  just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel to the circumcised
8 (for He who worked through Peter for his apostolic ministry to the circumcised 

                    worked also through me for mine to the Gentiles),

9 and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, 

  perceived the grace that was given to me, 

  they gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, 

  that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.
10 Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do.

LADIES READ

2:01-03 Paul presented the gospel (preached to Gentiles) to the Jewish Council

2:04-05 Paul defended the gospel even though being challenged

2:06-10 Paul received acknowledgement, affirmation & amplification on the gospel presented



Gal 2:6-10 (ESV)
6 And from those who seemed to be influential 

 (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)

  ---those, I say, who seemed influential added nothing to me.

7 On the contrary, when they saw that 

                   I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, 

  just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel to the circumcised
8 (for He who worked through Peter for his apostolic ministry to the circumcised 

                    worked also through me for mine to the Gentiles),

9 and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, 

  perceived the grace that was given to me, 

  they gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, 

  that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.
10 Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do.

2:01-03 Paul presented the gospel (preached to Gentiles) to the Jewish Council

2:04-05 Paul defended the gospel even though being challenged

2:06-10 Paul received acknowledgement, affirmation & amplification on the gospel presented

Observation 3A



Gal 2:6-10 (ESV)
6 And from those who seemed to be influential 

 (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)

  ---those, I say, who seemed influential added nothing to me.

7 On the contrary, when they saw that 

                   I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, 

  just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel to the circumcised
8 (for He who worked through Peter for his apostolic ministry to the circumcised 

                    worked also through me for mine to the Gentiles),

9 and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, 

  perceived the grace that was given to me, 

  they gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, 

  that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.
10 Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do.

2:01-03 Paul presented the gospel (preached to Gentiles) to the Jewish Council

2:04-05 Paul defended the gospel even though being challenged

2:06-10 Paul received acknowledgement, affirmation & amplification on the gospel presented

Observation 3B



Gal 2:6-10 (ESV)
6 And from those who seemed to be influential 

 (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)

  ---those, I say, who seemed influential added nothing to me.

7 On the contrary, when they saw that 

                   I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, 

  just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel to the circumcised
8 (for He who worked through Peter for his apostolic ministry to the circumcised 

                    worked also through me for mine to the Gentiles),

9 and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, 

perceived the grace that was given to me, 

  they gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, 

  that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.
10 Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do.

2:01-03 Paul presented the gospel (preached to Gentiles) to the Jewish Council

2:04-05 Paul defended the gospel even though being challenged

2:06-10 Paul received acknowledgement, affirmation & amplification on the gospel presented

Observation 3C

acknowledge

affirm

amplify



Gal 2:1-10 (ESV)
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2:04-05 Paul defended the gospel even though being challenged

2:06-10 Paul received acknowledgement, affirmation & amplification on the gospel presented
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2:01-03 Paul presented the gospel (preached to Gentiles) to the Jewish Council

2:04-05 Paul defended the gospel even though being challenged

2:06-10 Paul received acknowledgement, affirmation & amplification on the gospel presented

#1 Clarity in 
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Gospel that frees us 

from the legalistic obligation

Gospel will govern us 

what matters / not matters
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Gal 2:1-10 (ESV)
2:01-03 Paul presented the gospel (preached to Gentiles) to the Jewish Council

2:04-05 Paul defended the gospel even though being challenged

2:06-10 Paul received acknowledgement, affirmation & amplification on the gospel presented

#1 Clarity in 

our Core
Gospel that frees us 

from the legalistic obligation

Gospel will govern us 

what matters / not matters

Sabbath Feasts Dietary



Gal 2:1-10 (ESV)
2:01-03 Paul presented the gospel (preached to Gentiles) to the Jewish Council

2:04-05 Paul defended the gospel even though being challenged

2:06-10 Paul received acknowledgement, affirmation & amplification on the gospel presented

#1 Clarity in 

our Core
Gospel that frees us 

from the legalistic obligation

Gospel will govern us 

what matters / not matters

If I don’t follow these practices (Sabbath, Feasts, Dietary)

I am not truly saved?

“This freedom does not lead us

to live lazy and wicked lives 

but makes the law and works 

unnecessary for righteousness & salvation.”
~Martin Luther~



Gal 2:1-10 (ESV)
2:01-03 Paul presented the gospel (preached to Gentiles) to the Jewish Council

2:04-05 Paul defended the gospel even though being challenged

2:06-10 Paul received acknowledgement, affirmation & amplification on the gospel presented

#1 Clarity in 

our Core
Gospel that frees us 

from the legalistic obligation

Gospel will govern us 

what matters / not matters

If salvation is not dependent on 

whether I follow these practices or not

Should I still follow?
Implication #1

1a) Grow continually in our intake of the gospel

1b) Let this ongoing integration of His word 

     be our life governance. 

     If I honor a Christian Practice (e.g. baptism)

        I do it as my response (dependence & obedience) to God 

       NOT as criteria for salvation 



Gal 2:1-10 (ESV)
2:01-03 Paul presented the gospel (preached to Gentiles) to the Jewish Council

2:04-05 Paul defended the gospel even though being challenged

2:06-10 Paul received acknowledgement, affirmation & amplification on the gospel presented



Gal 2:1-10 (ESV)
2:01-03 Paul presented the gospel (preached to Gentiles) to the Jewish Council

2:04-05 Paul defended the gospel even though being challenged

2:06-10 Paul received acknowledgement, affirmation & amplification on the gospel presented

#2 Confirmation

by the Community
Gospel unites us to

 acknowledge our authenticity 

 affirm our advancement

 amplify our compassion

GRATEFUL #1
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by the Community
Gospel unites us to
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 affirm our advancement
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2:06-10 Paul received acknowledgement, affirmation & amplification on the gospel presented
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 acknowledge our authenticity 

 affirm our advancement

 amplify our compassion

GRATEFUL #2
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 affirm our advancement

 amplify our compassion

GRATEFUL #2
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Gal 2:1-10 (ESV)

#1 Clarity in 

our Core
Gospel that frees us 

from the legalistic obligation

Gospel will govern us 

what matters / not matters

#2 Confirmation

by the Community
Gospel unites us to

 acknowledge our authenticity

 affirm our advancement

 amplify our compassion

Implication #1

1a) Grow continually in our intake of the gospel

1b) Let this ongoing integration of His word 

     be our life governance. 

     If I honor a Christian Practice (e.g. baptism)

        I do it as my response (dependence & obedience) to God 

       NOT as criteria for salvation 

Implication #2

2a) Recall a grateful report (give, receive)

2b) Share during your consolidation, 

 how the gospel unites us to A-A-A
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